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IVI-IPO 2012 GENERAL ASSEMBLY QUESTIONNAIRE – Section 1

DATE_December 19
th

2011____________ DISTRICT: 38th____________ PARTY: Democratic____________________

NAME: Al Riley_________________________________________________________________________________________

VOTING ADDRESS: _847 Woodstock Rd., Olympia Fields, IL 60461_________________________________________

HOME PHONE: _708-481-4395_____________________ BUSINESS PHONE: ____708-799-4364________________

CAMPAIGN ADDRESS: _P.O. Box 282, Olympia Fields, IL 60461__________________________________________

CAMPAIGN PHONE: __708-406-6216_____________________ FAX: 708-481-3571_______________________________

EMAIL: contact@citizensforalriley.com ________ WEBSITE: http://www.citizensforalriley.com______________________

CAMPAIGN MANAGER: John Moore_________________________________________________________________

NUMBER OF PETITION SIGNATURES FILED: 1470________NUMBER REQUIRED: 500___________

A) Elective or appointive public or party offices previously held including dates.

Elected

Trustee, Olympia Fields – 1995 to 2005

Trustee, Rich Township – 2005 to 2006

Township Supervisor, Rich Township – 2006 to Present

State Representative, 38
th

District – January 2007 to Present

Appointed

Public Safety Commissioner, Olympia Fields – 1993 to 1995

Planning Commissioner, Park Forest – 2006 to 2007

Party Office

President, Rich Township Regular Democratic Organization – 2003 to 2007

B) Other elective offices for which you have been a candidate.

Presidential Delegate supporting Wesley Clark – 2004 (endorsed by IVI-IPO)

C) What is your primary occupation?

Full time State Legislator and Rich Township Supervisor.

D) Briefly list your civic activities of the past ten years.

- Mathematics Tutor – Enhancement Organization of Olympia Fields 1998-2001
- Mathematics Tutor – Rich Central High School 1998-2001
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- Awarded $11,000 AT&T “EXCELerator” grant for creation of a career 2006
exploration wide area computer network between Rich Township and
Rich Central High School

- Matteson-Olympia Fields Baseball Association 1989-1997
- Member, Alpha Phi Alpha Charitable Foundation
- Founder, “Faces of the Future”, 38

th
District Legislative Youth Committee 2007 to present

- Member, Matteson Area Chamber of Commerce
- Member, Chicago Southland Business and Tourism Bureau
- Member, Chicago Southland Chamber of Commerce
- Board Member, Illinois Philharmonic Orchestra
- Vice-President, Unity Coalition of the South Suburbs 1997-2000
- Chief of Operations, “Hands Across Southland” 1997
- Asst. Scoutmaster, Troop 185, Park Forest 1992 – present
- Executive Board, Calumet Council Boy Scouts of America 1995 – present
- Board Member, National Org. for Fetal Alcohol Syndrome, Illinois 2008-present
- Board Member, The Link & Option Center Inc., Markham, Illinois 2010- present

E) What subjects have you studied and what experience have you had which will be most helpful to you in the office you seek?

I am an Urban Planner and Statistician by profession. I have Bachelors in Economic Geography with a Secondary Education and
Chemistry minor, Masters Degrees in Urban Planning and Policy Analysis, did Doctoral work in Economic Policy Analysis and taught
Planning, Public Administration and Statistics at UIC and GSU. All of my professional and academic background has come into play in
my service as State Representative.

F) What candidates have you supported? Please be specific in describing your role in each campaign.

Former State Representative Robin Kelly, campaign committee

Former State Senator Debbie Halvorson and State Senator Maggie Crotty, - Fieldwork, analysis, worker recruitment

Former State Representative George Scully – Fieldwork, worker recruitment

Mayors Linzey Jones, Olympia Fields, John Ostenburg, Park Forest, Fieldwork, analysis, worker recruitment

Rich Twp. Committeeman Tim Bradford, Fieldwork, analysis, worker recruitment

State Senator Toi Hutchinson, fieldwork. monetary

State Treasurer candidate Robin Kelly, endorsement, monetary

15
th

Subcircuit candidate Linzey Jones. Endorsement, monetary, analysis

Circuit Court Judges Anna Demacopoulos, and William Hooks, endorsement, fieldwork, monetary,

Appellate Court Judges John Steele and Leslie South (former), monetary, endorsement

G) Please list all endorsements you have received so far.

Equality Illinois
IAFF
Congressman Jesse Jackson, Jr.
Congressman Danny K. Davis
Secretary of State Jesse White
State Representative Will Davis
State Representative Thaddeus Jones
State Representative Anthony DeLuca
State Representative Bob Rita
State Senator Maggie Crotty
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State Senator Toi Hutchinson
Village President Debra Meyers-Martin, Olympia Fields
Village President Richard Hofeld, Homewood
Village President Rick Reinbold, Richton Park
Village President John Ostenburg, Park Forest
Mayor David Webb, Markham
Village President Paul Braun, Flossmoor
Mayor Terry Wells, Phoenix
Village President Vivian Covington, University Park
Rich Township Committeman Tim Bradford
Thornton Township Committeeman Frank Zuccarelli
Commissioner Larry Rogers, Jr., Cook County Board of Review
Commissioner Mariyana Spyropoulous, Water Reclamation District
Alderman Carrie Austin, 34

th
Ward of Chicago

Commissioner Patricia Horton, Water Reclamation District
Rich Township Trustee Karen Caesar-Smith
Rich Township Trustee Nick Bobis
Rich Township Trustee Therese Goodrich
Rich Township Trustee Elliott Johnson
Rich Township Clerk Bobbie King
Rich Township Assessor Carol Ranieri
Rich Township Highway Commissioner Calvin Jordan
Park Forest Trustee Mae Brandon
Park Forest Trustee Gary Kopycinski
Park Forest Trustee Bonita Dillard
Park Forest Trustee Georgia O’Neill
Park Forest Trustee Robert McCray
Richton Park Trustee Sharon Kriha
Matteson Trustee Sam Brown
Olympia Fields Trustee Bill Pennington
Olympia Fields Trustee Debbie Myers-Martin
Olympia Fields Trustee Carolyn Gibson
Olympia Fields Trustee Susan Ormsby
Olympia Fields Trustee Kelvin Oliver
Country Club Hills Alderman Tyrone Hutson

H) As concisely as possible, please state why you feel you should be endorsed over the other candidate(s). What goals for the office
you seek are most important to you personally?

Stated simply, I have the academic background, political and governmental experience, personal temperment and public policy track
record which is necessary to sustain the progress that we have made in the 38

th
District and in the Southland region as a whole.

Whatever success that I have achieved is based upon being able to work with local governments, community and civic organizations
and constituents to collectively address the concerns of the south suburbs. That continuity of service has to continue; our work is
far from over. The practice of fiscal prudence and pragmatism, insuring a well-managed “safety net” for the elderly, disabled and
indigent, continuing to fight for equality in the distribution of resources; all of these things are crucial to the Southland. That’s the
answer to the question of how one manages legislative responsibilities during one of the most fiscally challenging times that Illinois
has faced. Since 2010, I’ve been fortunate to have accomplished many of the goals that I had previously set for the District. Some of
our local municipalities have acquired land for public safety access through the legislative process. Others will be able to showcase
prime land for economic development purposes. Don’t forget the importance of transportation. Efficient modes of transportation
are a prerequisite to many other important issues: How long does it take to get to work? Can vehicular traffic and commerce
efficiently traverse through our region? Many of those issues are on the “road” to being addressed; through legislative and extra-
legislative means. Many of our major roads have been resurfaced or in many cases, reconstructed. On a major note, Senator Toi
Hutchinson and I passed a bill creating the Southeast Commuter Rail Transit District; the necessary precursor to the new Metra Southeast
Service Line. What was once deemed improbable is now in the planning stages; a new commuter rail line from downtown Chicago to Crete,
spurring economic development, and the efficient flow of commuters to the Chicago central business district.

Of course, there is the responsibility of lawmaking. I continue my work with local, county, state officials and constituents to advance
our unique needs through the legislative process. Frankly, that work has been enjoyable and has borne much fruit. We have passed
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legislation dealing with job training and development, consumer protection, elder fraud and abuse, child abuse prevention, care for
those in need of mental health and developmental disability services, patients’ rights, the unique needs of Illinois’ returning service
personnel, governmental efficiency and much, much more. Some of the important regional development projects we talked about
last year have gone from the planning stages to developmental design or commencement. These include the Dixie Square Mall
demolition and development project, the I57/I294 Bridge and interchange projects and access road development in the Harvey
Intermodal Facility project. In addition, over 2,700 acres of the land needed for the “inaugural footprint” for the South Suburban
Airport has been acquired. Much of the updated planning documents such as wetland studies, aeronautical forecasts and
alternatives development plans been submitted to the Army Corps of Engineers and U.S. Department of Transportation. But, with
all of the progress we have made, there will be issues that I will always work to address. Work has been done addressing school
reform. A concomitant issue should be addressing the inherent inequities in funding our elementary and secondary schools. Parallel
to this discussion would naturally be an evaluation of Illinois’ counterproductive tax system and property tax relief for our local
municipalities.

Finally, the General Assembly passed HB5424 which, among other things, implemented a budgeting strategy generally known as
“Budgeting for Outcomes”. This concept is not new, as we remember concepts such as Zero Based Budgeting from the 1970s. In
these times of fiscal exigency, the concept of tying available revenue to a set of desired “outcomes” i.e. programs and projects
makes all the sense in the world. One must remember however, that over 3 billion dollars had been cut from the state budget over
the last two years prior to HB5424’s passage. I always speak about prudence and pragmatism which is important here. These
systems rely heavily on creating effective measures or “metrics” which will effectively quantify the performance of a particular unit
of service or program. As a statistician, I can tell you that one must also take care to apply qualitative evaluations of the budget at
the same time. This is to prevent unintended consequences that “cuts by formula” might render, especially to human services,
public safety or educational programs whose beneficial outcomes make be slower to discern. We saw this recently as the General
Assembly and Governor had to “reappropriate” funds to insure that major needs of the state were addressed, post facto. My pledge
is that I will always insure that the budget of the state is fiscally prudent, but also meets the needs of all residents of Illinois. This is
not a contradiction in terms or a representation of mutually exclusive goals, but a promise that I plan to keep as the State
Representative of the 38

th
District.

I) What is your campaign budget? How much have you raised to date?

My campaign budget for the primary is about $50,000. I’ve raised about $25,000 so far.

J) How many people are on your campaign staff? How many volunteers are on your list?

I have one part time person on my campaign staff to date. I have about 110 volunteers.
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IVI-IPO 2012 GENERAL ASSEMBLY QUESTIONNAIRE – Section 2

Elections & Ethics

YES NO
1.  X Do you support moving the primary election date?

ESSAY If so, to what month?

Do you support
2. X  keeping voters’ political party preferences in the primary elections secret?
3. X  reestablishing straight party voting in general elections?
4. X  establishing a signature requirement for independent candidates and new parties equal to the

requirement for the major party candidates for the same office?
5.  X Should there be a photo ID requirement to cast a ballot?

6. X  Do you support legislation granting County Clerks jurisdiction over municipalities in their
county regarding filing for municipal office and hearing objections to petitions?

7. X  Do you support restoration of cumulative voting for the Illinois House of Representatives?
ESSAY If so, please describe the plan you support. I always have, though I have my doubts that

it would be seriously considered. The three seats per district model always represented
equity of choice and “representation of the minority”; back then, that could mean
political and/or racial.

8. X  Should Illinois institute instant run-off voting?

Do you support
9. X  holding a special primary to fill a vacancy caused by the nominee withdrawing from the

ballot before the general elections?
10. X  holding a special election to fill vacancies for U.S. Senate and state constitutional officers?

11. X  Do you support changes in the way judges are selected?
ESSAY If so, please give a brief description of the system you support. I just think we need to re-

examine the subcircuit system to see if the equity that the system’s design purported is
actually occurring, especially in the suburban regions.

12. X  If judges continue to be elected, should judicial elections be non-partisan?

13. X  Do you support popular election of University of Illinois trustees?

14.  X Do you support any other changes in Illinois’ election laws?
ESSAY Please explain.

Do you support:
15. X  dollar limits on campaign contributions?
16. X  dollar limits on political committee transfers?
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17. X  the same limits on leadership PACs as on candidate PACs?
18. X  dollar limits on campaign expenditures?
19. X  public financing of election campaigns?

20.  X Will you accept or have you accepted campaign donations from current or potential
suppliers, employees, or outside contractors?

21. X  Do you support a ban on hiring, firing and promotion based on political considerations for
non policy making positions?

ESSAY Please explain your position. Doing so is consistent, good government and should insure
a good employee, hopefully.

Will you employ or have you employed staff in your office who
22.  X hold other public sector jobs concurrently?
23.  X have either outside employment or contracts with entities which do business with the state?

Do you support
24. X  legislation to prohibit incumbency and political affiliation as criteria in the mapping process

for Congressional, Legislative and local government electoral districts?
25. X  creation of a non-partisan Commission to draw maps instead of the General Assembly?

26.  X Do you support term limits for legislative leaders?
27.  X Do you support term limits for members of the General Assembly

Taxes and Economic Policy

Do you support amending the constitution to
27. X  institute a graduated income tax?
28. X  allow the legislature to change the corporate/individual ratio in income taxes?

29. X  Do you support increasing income taxes to relieve or replace local property taxes and
increase state funding of education?

Do you favor:
30. X  Stricter definitions of blight required for TIF creation?
31. X  Greater legislative oversight of TIFs to ensure they are meeting their purpose?
32. X  Requiring itemization on property tax bills of funds diverted to TIFs?
33. X  Restriction of fund transfers between TIF districts?
34. X  Consent of affected taxing bodies before TIF creation?
35. X  Will you vote to terminate a TIF if the objectives of the TIF plan have been accomplished

before the 23 year period is ended
36. X  Will you support a moratorium on creation of any new TIF districts until new funding

sources are identified to replace the revenue diverted to the TIF?
37. X  Public disclosure of each TIF district's funds and expenditures?

38. ESSAY How would you fully fund the state pension systems?
First, both sides of the debate need to listen to reason, albeit one side more than the other. Abuse of the system and
not periodically raising revenues got us in the situation. Again, Instead of blaming workers, we should institute
safeguards to prohibit raiding the pension system. We should also and insure timely contributions. In addition, We
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really need to examine the efficacy of the pension ramp at this point. Frankly, the discussion of pension issues brings
us back to the systemic overhaul to the Illinois tax system that must be done. Doing so will help address many fiscal
issues; from the budget, education funding and the unfunded pension liability.

Consumer Protection

Do you support legislation to
39.  X Increase electric rates outside of the ICC to build a Smart Grid?
40. X  ban Pay Day loans?
41. X  regulate ATM fees and service charges on credit cards and other consumer loans?
42. X  cap interest rates on credit cards and other consumer loans?

Do you support legislation to
43. X  prohibit confession of judgment clauses in consumer contracts?
44. X  mandate attorney fees to be awarded to successful plaintiffs?

47. X  Will you support legislation requiring citizen referenda at the state or local level before
casino gambling is expanded?

Education

48. X  Will you vote to increase state funding to at least 50% of public education costs?

49.  X Do you support vouchers or other means of public funding for private or parochial schools?

50.  X Do you support public funding of charter or contract schools?
ESSAY Please explain your position.

I traditionally did not. I’m a proponent of making traditional public schools better. They
are the law of the state however, up to a statutory cap. Some of them do extremely well. In
the main, they have been a mixed bag as far as overall efficacy. As in most balkanized
issues, research and pragmatism has to trump anecdote and emotionalism.

51.  X Do you support abolition of the General Assembly scholarship fund?
ESSAY Please explain your position.

Because I think that the system can be easily reformed. Again, children from across this state
with promise should be able to attend our state universities. It’s easy to get on the bandwagon
and wring our hands. It would be easy to also design a fail-safe process insuring anonymity and
transparency. There are too many situations where innuendo and anecdote craft public policy.
The system I use (similar to many others) is virtually devoid of bias. Let’s take the time to craft
something that the student, parents and the taxpayers can be confident in.

Civil Rights & Civil Liberties

52. X  Do you support Affirmative Action?

53. X  Will you vote to ratify the Equal Rights Amendment to the U.S. Constitution?
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54. X  Do you favor legislation legalizing civil marriage between two people of the same gender?

55.  X Do you support mandatory AIDS testing for insurance or employment?

56. X  Do you support legislation to prohibit discrimination in housing against unmarried
individuals residing together?

57   Do you support the decriminalization of Marijuana?

Come on, not that simple. Simple possession should not relegate a kid to a jail term and
a record. Many public officials have made public statements to that effect. I agree
wholeheartedly with them. Dealing large amounts and distribution is another story.
They should be prosecuted and incarcerated.

Do you support mandatory drug testing
58. X  for public sector employees?
59. X  for private sector employees?

ESSAY If so, under what circumstances?

Only, only if the employee was directly responsible for the health, safety and welfare of the
public such as someone who is engaged in transporting people such as a pilot, etc.

60.  X Should state police be allowed to stop vehicle operators to test for DUI on grounds other
than probable cause?

61.  X Would you support legislation to include data on pedestrian, as well as motor vehicle, stops
by police for the purpose of gathering statistics on racial profiling?

62. X  Do you support repeal of legislation that permits employers to eavesdrop on the telephone
conversations of their employees?

As long as there is not a bona fide reason to do so, which there is in some situations.

63.  X Do you favor detention of suspects and material witnesses without charges and/or probable
cause?

Labor

64. X  Do you favor restructuring the wage scale of state employees to correct disparities based on
gender by instituting equal pay for jobs of comparable worth?

65.  X Do you support privatization of state services?
If so, which services?

66. X  Do you support the right of public employees to strike?

67.  X Do you support legislation banning the replacement of strikers in private employment?

68. X  Do you support family leave legislation for employees of private companies not currently
covered by federal law?

Do you support
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69. X  raising the minimum wage to establish a living wage for Illinois workers?
70.  X establishing a lower minimum wage for minors?
71. X  including farm workers and household employees under existing labor laws?

Health & Human Services

71. X  Will you support Single Payer or Extended Medicare healthcare plans?
ESSAY If not, what is your plan for providing health care for Illinois residents without insurance?

72. X  Do you support the Affordable Care Act?
ESSAY What are your priorities involving implementation in Illinois?

The ACA is a landmark law; biggest since Medicare and Medicaid in ’65. It is also complex.
Suffice it to say that we must insure that the tenets of the federal law are fully implemented in
Illinois. There are many administrative rules and state statutes that must be changed to fully
implement the ACA and that is where advocacy and oversight come into play. Two of the more
important parts of the ACA are the no lifetime or annual limits provision, and the prohibition on
recission of coverage. Again, it is important that Illinois law and administrative rules are

congruent with the most important provisions of the ACA.
73. ESSAY What is your plan to provide sufficient funding to provide community based services for

discharged mental health patients?

My advocacy and votes have always been clear in caring for both the MH and DD populations of
the state. The bigger issue is finding the revenue sources and getting both chambers to vote for
it. Everyone is not committed to do so, witness the cuts that were made in Human Services in
the FY 2012 budget.

Do you support:
74. X  Repealing the Illinois Abortion Law of 1975 and replacing it with a law stating that

decisions about reproductive matters are to be made privately between a woman and her
doctor, without governmental interference?

75. X  Repealing the Illinois 1995 Parental Notice of Abortion Law?
76.  X Allowing the government to decide what medical care a physician may provide to patients

during pregnancy?
77.  X Allowing pharmacies or pharmacists to refuse to fill prescriptions based on their own

conscientious objections and send customers away without being served?

78. X  Do you support legislation to authorize medically accurate, age-appropriate sex education in
public schools?

79. X  Do you support increasing appropriations to the Department of Children and Family
Services to increase the number of caseworkers?

Do you support
80. X  raising TANF benefits to at least equal the poverty level?
81. X  providing greater benefits to fund child care and transportation for TANF recipients?

83. ESSAY What are your proposals to help people who do not qualify for TANF or for unemployment
benefits?
Appealing to Congress to extend unemployment benefits and make the appropriate changes to
TANF. The climate in Washington has not been kind to either of those concerns, but progress



10

has been made on the unemployment front.

Housing

Do you favor
84. X  legislation banning housing discrimination against holders of Section 8 vouchers?
85. X  mandating that landlords give tenants notice prior to entering their units?
86. X  assessing penalties against landlords who engage in illegal or retaliatory evictions?

87. X  Would you support legislation requiring mortgage holders to honor the terms of existing
residential leases in effect when property is foreclosed upon?

I passed a bill a few years ago doing just that.

88. ESSAY How do you solve the problem of vacant foreclosed housing?

I was the Chief Sponsor of three pieces of legislation regarding foreclosures in the last General
Assembly. In addition, I support measures such as the Cook County Vacant Housing ordinance
and Senate Bill 16 of the 97th General Assembly. In addition, I work closely with the South
Suburban Housing Collaborative to insure that the issue of foreclosures and vacant property do
not continue as a blight on our collective communities.

Energy & Environment

89. X  Do you support an elected ICC?

90. X  Would you support legislation that would provide state technical assistance funds to local
communities to help them prepare and implement comprehensive smart growth plans to
avoid the costs of rapid unplanned growth and urban sprawl?

91. X  Do you support funding for high speed rail connecting Illinois Metropolitan areas?

92. X  Do you support a comprehensive statewide mass transit plan for Illinois?

Criminal Justice

93. X  Do you support state legislation to ban the manufacture, sale and possession of assault
weapons?

Do you support
94. X  legislation increasing penalties for illegal resale of weapons?
95.  X legislation permitting the carrying of concealed weapons?
96. X  legislation mandating background checks of purchasers of weapons at gun shows, through

the internet and through print advertisements?

Do you support:
97.  X capital punishment?
98.  X criminal prosecution of juveniles as adults?
99.  X mandatory sentencing?
100. X  work release, home monitoring, other alternative sentencing?
101.  X admissibility of illegally obtained evidence?
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102. X  electronic eavesdropping?
103.  X roving wiretaps?
104.  X Life sentences for juvenile offenders?


