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IVI-IPO 2012 CONGRESSIONAL QUESTIONNAIRE – Section 1

DATE: __01/12/2012________ DISTRICT: ______14th_____ PARTY: __Democratic________

NAME: ____Dennis Anderson_________________________________________________________________________________

VOTING ADDRESS: ___4682 Kings Way N, Gurnee IL 60031____________________________________ _______________

HOME PHONE: ______847-414-0171____________________ BUSINESS PHONE: ___________________________________

CAMPAIGN ADDRESS: _____P.O. Box 8587, Gurnee IL 60031__________________________________________________

CAMPAIGN PHONE: 847-414-0171________________________ FAX: _________________________________________

EMAIL: _andersonforIL14@gmail.com________ WEBSITE: _dennisandersonforcongress.com___________________ ______

CAMPAIGN MANAGER: Jim Rauh

NUMBER OF PETITION SIGNATURES FILED: ____get number!________NUMBER REQUIRED: ____600_______

A) Elective or appointive public or party offices previously held including dates.

Member, City of Madison Ethics Board (Madison WI), Mayoral Appointee, 1989 -1996

B) Other elective offices for which you have been a candidate.

None

C) What is your primary occupation?

Retired

D) Briefly list your civic activities of the past ten years.

Member, Board of Directors, International Breast Cancer Research Foundation, 2007 - Present
Member, Board of Directors, Literacy Volunteers of Lake County, 2011- Present
Volunteer, Friends of Warren-Newport Public Library (Gurnee), 2007 - Present
Volunteer Adult Education Tutor, Literacy Volunteers of Lake County, 2010 – 2011
Member, Gurnee Rotary, 2011 - Present

E) What subjects have you studied and what experience have you had which will be most helpful to you in the office you seek?

I graduated from the University of Wisconsin - Madison with majors in Economics and Political Science. I also attended graduate
school at the University of Wisconsin - Madison in Public Administration and at Loyola University Chicago in Theology without
completing degrees. In addition to the civic activities named above at (D), I have also served on the boards of the Dane County
(WI) Humane Society (1988-1995) and the Southern Wisconsin Food Bank (1995-1996), on the U-Care HMO (Madison WI)
Grievance Committee (1990-1991), the Affirmative Action/Civil Rights Compliance Committee of the Wisconsin Division of
Health (1981-1983) and numerous other workplace committees and advisory bodies. I spent some twelve years in Wisconsin
state government in an Executive Branch agency working in and managing a variety of public health programs, and seventeen
years in academic cancer centers working with basic and clinical researchers. I believe that this varied experience has given me
an appreciation of the complexity of a range of issues, has demonstrated my leadership capabilities, and evidences my ability to
work to good effect with groups with frequently divergent views and opinions.

F) What candidates have you supported in past elections? Please be specific in describing your role in each campaign.

Contributor: Presidential - Fred Harris, Jimmy Carter, Bill Clinton, Al Gore, John Kerry, Barack Obama
Volunteer: Ed Garvey (Gov., WI), Draft Kennedy (WI)
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G) Please list all endorsements you have received so far.

Illinois AFL-CIO COPE

H) As concisely as possible, please state why you feel you should be endorsed over the other candidate(s). What goals for the office
you seek are most important to you personally?

I believe that I have demonstrated a commitment to this campaign that the other candidate(s) have not, and that I offer a more
measured, thoughtful approach to discussion of the issues that face the nation.

My primary objective is to fight for preservation and, where called for, expansion of programs that protect the most vulnerable
members of the population – the very young, the very old, the sick and the poor. Wealth disparity and socioeconomic mobility
are critical issues. These things are not being discussed seriously in the House, and these things ought to be the primary focus of
House deliberations. It is my intention to expend all my energy to turn those deliberations to those issues. affect

I) What is your campaign budget? How much have you raised to date?

We anticipate requiring approximately $300K for the primary.

J) How many people are on your campaign staff? How many volunteers are on your list?

The campaign team consists of present of a campaign manager, a filed manager, and two organizers. The volunteer list is growing
daily, and is currently in the 20s.
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IVI-IPO 2012 CONGRESSIONAL QUESTIONNAIRE – Section 2

Foreign and Military

YES NO

1.   Should the US wage war without a declaration from Congress?

Do you support
2.   closing WHISC (the re-named Army School of the Americas)?
3.   mandating release of the names of all those who have attended the WHISC?

Do you support
4.   normalization of relations with Cuba?
5.   the Helms-Burton Act?
6. ESSAY What should be Congress’ role in formulating foreign policy?

Foreign policy is a joint responsibility of Congress and the Executive, with
Congress’ responsibilities described in the Constitution (e.g. Article 1, Sections 8
and 10; Article 2, Section 2). Foreign policy initiatives may arise in either branch,
and each branch bears a responsibility to deal with the other in good faith on
foreign policy questions. Each branch must also provide a check on the other. In
an operational sense, Congress should work in cooperation with the Executive in
ensuring that the foreign policy of the Nation reflects the values and principles we
as a nation espouse – foreign policy should be fair, just and equitable.

7. ESSAY Comment on the necessity & effectiveness of our military deployment in Afghanistan
I believe that our action in Afghanistan should have been focused from the onset
solely on the pursuit of al Qaeda with the goal of effectively disrupting its
operational capabilities in that country. The broader objective that was undertaken,
the dismantling of the oppressive Afghan Taliban government, while perhaps noble
in principle, was ill-advised in the absence of a carefully conceived long range plan,
and will likely prove, in the long run, not to have resulted in significant long-term
benefit to the Afghan people. With al Qaeda’s operations there effectively
dismantled, the continued presence of U.S. forces is likely to be a destabilizing factor
in the region. If our foreign policy were consistent and based on the Afghan and
Iraqi models, I fear that we would, in very short order, be involved in the
deconstruction and lengthy reconstruction of numerous regimes around the world,
all at a cost in blood and treasure that would quickly prove unsustainable.

Energy & Environment
Do you Support

8.   Oil drilling in Alaska and other protected wilderness?
9.   Cap and trade? With reservations. I believe that while a cap and trade mechanism

may result in some progress in reducing greenhouse and other emissions, I fear that
it might also result in a sense of accomplishment out of proportion to its benefits,
and that other badly needed environmental protection action will be deferred as a
result. I believe that stronger action is required if we are to effectively address the
environmental issues we face.

10.   Lower National Carbon emissions goals? I am reading this question to mean “lower
carbon emissions,” and not “lowering/weakening our goals.”
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11.   Clean Diesel Program?
12.   National Energy Efficiency goals? Uncertain of the meaning of this question.
13.   Coal Liquification?
14.   Increasing use of Nuclear power for electric generation?
15.   Mountaintop coal strip mining?
16.   Increase user fees for grazing, mining and lumbering on Federal lands?
17.   Opening more federal land for lumber exploitation?
18   Support for Alberta Oil Sand exploitation?
19.   Incentives for business to develop alternative energy systems
20.   Tax credits for individuals to implement sustainable and renewable systems in their

homes?

21.   Do you support allowing states to adopt more stringent environmental standards than
provided for in Federal law?

Transportation

Should the federal government have any funding responsibility for
22.   infrastructure improvements?
23.   highways?
24.   mass transit?
25.   high-speed rail?
26.   Amtrak?
27.   Air transportation?
28. ESSAY Please comment on specific proposals

Which proposals?
My view is that transportation questions generally bear on national interests.
Highways are critical to commerce, and the federal government must play a role,
including a funding role, in ensuring that highway systems are adequate to meet
commercial needs. Mass transit is of national interest and ought to be improved and
expanded because of the environmental benefits of reduced traffic, coupled with a
reduced need for highway expansion; and because it often provides the only
practical means of transportation for low-income persons, and enables them to
access work, education, and other needs. The United States, with its vast geography,
ought to be a world leader in high-speed rail, and regular rail service, as provided by
Amtrak or similar operations, ought to be expanded and improved. The federal
government should be responsible for ensuring air safety and improvements.

Finally, the private market will not replace a bridge, or rebuild a municipal water
system, or reconstruct a dam absent either government funding or, perhaps,
ownership rights of what is considered a public good. The need for infrastructure
repair and upgrade in the U.S. is immense, the projected costs of needed projects are
growing rapidly, and there are workers desperate for jobs. Federal spending on
infrastructure projects ought to be undertaken now, and on a nationwide scale.
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Taxes and Economic Policy

Do you favor
29.   a more progressive income tax?
30.   a flat tax?
31.   a national sales tax?
32.   taxing capital gains at the same rate as earned income?
33.   taxing dividends at the same rate as earned income?
34.   reduction/elimination of the estate tax?
35.   any other changes in our tax structure?
36.   Elimination of mortgage interest deduction?
37.   Elimination of income tax credit for dependent children
38. ESSAY What would you do to create jobs, specifically address communities with historically

high and lingering unemployment rates
Encourage and subsidize small business incubators in low-income and high
unemployment communities; work to site green manufacturing operations in those
same communities; ensure that high quality schools and top-notch worker
retraining opportunities are available to residents; employ community residents on
local infrastructure repair/upgrade projects; ensure that low interest loans are
available to residents with viable business plans.

39. ESSAY What changes would you propose for the Social Security System?

Raise the cap on income against which SS tax is levied.

40   Do you support repeal of the Commodity Futures Modernization Act?

41.   Will you support “fast track” legislation for trade treaties?

Consumer Rights

42. ESSAY What legislation or regulation would you support to safeguard consumers harmed in
the recent sub-prime lending credit crisis?

I support the implementation of regulatory safeguards to prevent a recurrence of the
crisis, as well as

Do you support
43.   federal legislation to cap interest rates on credit cards and other consumer loans?
44.   federal legislation to regulate ATM fees and service charges on credit cards and other

consumer loans?
45.   allowing states to enact consumer laws which go beyond the protection of federal

legislation? I’m cautious on this. While I’d very much like to say yes in response to
this question, I worry that some state legislature might decide, for example, that oral
contraceptives are dangerous, and ban their sale and distribution in order to
“protect the public,” or that vaccinations cause “mental retardation” and ought to
be banned. The potential downside of this would have to be very carefully
considered and controlled.
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Government and Ethics

Do you support
46.   Constitutional amendment to regulate campaign financing? Perhaps. I’ve seen

proposals from the apparently reasonable to the probably unworkable. That
campaign financing is in serious need of reform, especially since the Citizens United
case, is beyond question. It may be, in light of Citizens United, that an amendment
is the only way to achieve reform, but I am not yet convinced of that.

47.   Constitutional amendment to reverse the Citizens United case? Quite possibly. I hope
for a less drastic way to reverse the result, but if I were to be convinced that only
amendment could produce a reversal, I would support such an amendment.

48.   Would you support increased Congressional oversight of federal contracting? It
depends on who’s in control of Congress. Oversight of federal contracts is
absolutlely required. I would argue, however, that a partisan body may not the the
best to be charged with such oversight powers.

ESSAY Why or why not? This is another area I approach with caution. I am not at all
certain that the result would be on balance positive. Congress changes, and I am
not at all confident that certain worker protections of which I am in support, would
always be looked upon favorably by a Congress acting as overseer.

Health & Human Services

49.   Do you support “Single Payer” or “Extended Medicare”?
ESSAY Why or why not? I am a supporter of the single payer approach to health care, with

provisions allowing those who want to shop the private market for insurance to do
so. The quality and customer satisfaction surveys that I’ve seen indicate that
current government run health care programs are by and large well received, and
certainly the administrative overhead is lower that that in private market insurance.
Those who argue that they don’t want bureaucrats making their health care
decisions fail to recognize that bureaucrats are already doing so, albeit privately-
employed bureaucrats. If there were a private sector solution to the problem of
health care access in this country, we would have seen it sometime over the past
seventy years or so.

50.   Do you support authorizing Medicare and other government insurance programs to
negotiate lower prices for prescription drugs?

51.   Should the FDA approve importation of drugs from countries whose manufacturing
and safety standards are equal or superior to those in the US?

52.   Do you support funding of medically accurate, age appropriate, sex education
programs?

53.   Do you support increased funding for HIV/AIDS research, education, prevention, and
services?
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Do you support
54.   the Human Life Amendment?
55.   the Freedom of Choice Act?
56.   parental notification to obtain an abortion? A qualified “No.” I understand very well

that under certain circumstances – the most obvious being in cases of incest –
parental notification is a very bad idea. For such cases I am opposed to notification.
I also understand that in other cases there may be two good parents at home who
would be very supportive of a pregnant teenager, even though the teen may not see
that through the stress and fear of her situation. For these cases, I’m not so sure.

57.   a ban on so-called partial birth abortions? The procedure should not be banned, but
medical necessity must be carefully considered.

58.   Repeal of the Hyde Amendment?
59. ESSAY What other changes would you support in the area of reproductive health? I would

allow for access to birth control for teenagers as well as scientifically sound sex
education offered to kids at an early age. Parents and churches can teach their
children about abstinence if that is their preference. Would also have easy access to
pre-natal and post-natal medical and psychological care for minors with educational
support of adoption opportunities as well as child rearing for those who wish to keep
their children. Moves to defund such valuable providers of reproductive care as
Planned Parenthood ought to be fought as vigorously as possible.

Do you favor increased funding for:
60.   supplemental food programs for Women, Infants and Children (WIC)?
61.   food stamp allowances?
62.   Head Start?
63.   school lunch programs?

Do you support
64.   reauthorization of TANF in 2012?
65.   raising TANF benefits to at least equal the poverty level?
66.   Reestablishing federal regulation of statewide programs?
67.   TANF work requirement? Work requirements are not necessarily inherently bad, but

they must be applied with caution and allowing flexibility. No one should be forced
into work that is underpaid, dangerous or that precludes meeting family other family
needs, such as child care or care of aged, infirm or ill family members.

68.   Support the further extension of unemployment benefits?

69. ESSAY What are your proposals to help people who do not qualify for TANF or for
unemployment benefits?

No one can be allowed to slip through the social safety net. Persons in need who fail to
qualify for TANF or unemployment must be provided with assistance through other
programs. Where such programs do not currently exist, they must be created. Job
training programs ought to be available to all those in need of such training.

Do you support
70.   increased funding to develop affordable housing?
71.   restrictions to ensure development of low-income rather than market rate housing?
72.   adequate funding for the National Affordable Housing Trust Fund out of the premiums
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paid for Fannie Mae and Ginnie Mae loans?
73.   protection against housing discrimination for holders of Section 8 housing vouchers?

Do you favor
74.   vouchers, tuition tax-credits or other any direct public support for parochial or private

schools?

75.   Are the provisions of the No Child Left Behind Act the most effective way to advance
student achievement?

ESSAY If not, what plan would you propose?

I support the President’s alternative plan.

Law, Justice, and Correctional System

Do you support:
76.   admissibility of illegally obtained evidence?
77.   electronic eavesdropping? Possibly, when conducted legally with When obtained

legally, with prior judicial review.
78.   roving wiretaps? Wiretaps have proven a valuable tool in law enforcement over the

years, and changes in technology – cell phones, electronic communication – may well
require a retooling of the model. However, under no circumstances should such
actions be undertaken without careful prior and ongoing judicial review.

79.   capital punishment?
80.   criminal prosecution of juveniles as adults?
81.   mandatory sentencing?
82.   criminalization of hate crimes?
83.   Congressional oversight of the NSA?
84.   Real ID program?
85.   detention of suspects and material witnesses without charges and/or probable cause?

Do you support
86.   repeal of the Military Commissions Act?
87.   a statutory ban on the use of extraordinary rendition and secret prisons?
88.   creation of a special committee to learn the truth about unlawful and inappropriate

activities by government officials in the post-9/11 era?
89.   repeal of the FISA Amendments Act of 2008?

90.   Do you support legislation prohibiting racial profiling in law enforcement?

91.   Do you support legislation restricting the sale and possession of assault weapons?

Do you support legislation
92.   mandating background checks of purchasers of weapons at gun shows, through the

internet and through print advertisements?
93.   increasing penalties for illegal resale of weapons?

94. ESSAY What restrictions, if any, should Congress enact or repeal regarding the scope of
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federally funded legal services for the poor?

Federally-funded legal services for the poor ought not be restricted. The right to
competent counsel is a critical element of the U.S. justice system, and low income
cannot be allowed to serve as a barrier to representation and redress.

Civil Liberties and Civil Rights

Do you favor
95.   repeal of the Patriot Act?
96.   amending the NSL provisions to expand court oversight, require a mandatory showing

of a connection to terrorist activity and rescind unconstitutional gag restrictions?
97.   any other changes to the Patriot Act? Favor repealing or complete re-write limiting

government’s access to private information without cause/evidence and prior judicial
review.

98.   Do you support repeal/revision of the Posse Comitatus Act? In what way? Would
strongly oppose a weakening of the act.

ESSAY Please explain.

Do you support
99.   prioritizing family reunification as criteria in granting visas and processing citizenship

and permanent resident applications?
100.   halting deportations of immigrants until final determination of residency status has been

made and appeals have been exhausted?
101.   Prohibiting deportation of undocumented immigrants arrested for misdemeanors or

traffic violations?
102.   A pathway to citizenship for undocumented immigrants currently in the country?
103.   The DREAM Act?
104.   Recognizing same sex marital or union status when determining immigration status?

105. ESSAY What other immigration reforms do you support?

106.   Do you support DC statehood?

Do you support
107.   federal legislation to prohibit discrimination based on sexual orientation in housing,

employment and education?
108.   repeal of the Defense of Marriage Act?
109.   passage of the Respect for Marriage Act?

110.   Would you support legislation allowing gays and lesbians to serve openly in the
military?

111.   Do you support prior government restraint of the press?

112.   Do you support separation of church and state?

Do you support
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113.   prayer in public schools?
114.   moment of silence? No strong preference, so long as there is no coercion involved.

Do you support mandatory drug testing
115.   in private employment? If related to public safety, possibly. Opposed to blanket

testing.
116.   in public employment? If related to public safety, possibly. Opposed to blanket

testing.

117.   Do you support mandatory AIDS testing for insurance or employment?

118.   Do you support legislation to redress inequities in pension benefits for women?

119.   Do you support the Equal Rights Amendment to the US Constitution?

Labor

120.   Do you support Affirmative Action with specific goals, targets and timetables for
federal employment, grants and contracts?

121.   Do you support legislation to restructure the wage scale of federal employees to correct
disparities based on gender by instituting equal pay for jobs of comparable worth?

Do you support
122.   repeal of the Taft-Hartley Act?
123.   a prohibition on permanent replacement of strikers?
124.   giving federal employees the right to strike?
125.   the Employee Freedom of Choice Act?

Cau
se/1
26.

  Do you support a federal living wage law to guarantee that a person working forty
hours a week would be able to afford housing, food, utilities, transportation and health
care?


