Independent Voters of Illinois-Independent Precinct Organization

2012 Cook County Circuit Court 

CANDIDATE INSTRUCTIONS


In order to be favorably considered for an IVI-IPO endorsement, you should follow these instructions carefully.


YOUR RESPONSES SHOULD BE TYPED AND INCLUDE BOTH THE QUESTIONS AND THE ANSWERS.  Questionnaires are in Microsoft Word and can be downloaded from our website www.iviipo.org to be filled in.  If you are unable to download the questionnaire, please email us at iviipo@yahoo.com and we will email the questionnaire to you.  


 
Please be sure to complete the contact information and the background questions on the first sheet.  Following the cover sheet is a brief questionnaire which also should be completed.  

Please email your completed questionnaire to iviipo@yahoo.com and deliver two (2) hard copies of your Bar Association or Alliance questionnaire to the IVI-IPO office no later than 5pm Monday, December 27, 2011.  Candidates who fail to meet this deadline will not be able to be considered for endorsement.

The IVI-IPO Judicial Review Committee will make its recommendations to the Board of Directors.  For each vacancy, the committee may recommend that one candidate be endorsed or that the Board make no endorsement.  


Completed IVI-IPO questionnaires will be posted on our website after the Board completes the endorsement process.  For privacy purposes, your home address & phone number will be removed from the questionnaire prior to posting.  Bar Association/Alliance questionnaires are for the use of the Judicial Review Committee for reference purposes only and will remain strictly confidential.

All candidates who submit their questionnaires by the August 30th deadline will be notified by email of the endorsement decision.  IVI-IPO will arrange a press conference to announce our recommendations.   The Independent Campaign Committee (ICC) will work with IVI-IPO supported candidates to publicize our endorsements.


If you have any further questions, please contact our office at iviipol@yahoo.com.  We wish you good luck in your endorsement application and in your campaign.


NOTE:  Our questionnaire is meant to elicit your thoughts and impressions of certain aspects of the law, not to obtain a commitment on how you may rule in a given case, or on any particular issue, that may come before you as a judge.  


We are aware that Canon 67 of the Illinois Canons of Judicial Ethics purports to restrict your ability to appear to commit yourself to a position that you may later have to rule on.  We are also aware that Republican Party of Minnesota v. White, 536 U.S. 765 (2002), struck down a similar, if not identical, canon in Minnesota as a violation of the First Amendment to the United States Constitution.  In an effort to accommodate any conflict you may still feel between Illinois Canon 67 and the White case, we hereby acknowledge that any answer you give to any of our questions does not commit you to rule in any particular way in a given case.  Thus, kindly answer each and every question without invoking Canon 67.  Candidates who answer all of the questions will be given preference in endorsement over those who do not.
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DATE______________________________

CANDIDATE FOR______________________________________VACANCY        
PARTY____________________

NAME________________________________________________________________________________________

VOTING ADDRESS_____________________________________________________________________________

HOME PHONE__________________________________
BUSINESS PHONE______________________________

E-MAIL________________________________________WEB SITE______________________________________

CAMPAIGN ADDRESS__________________________________________________________________________

CAMPAIGN PHONE_____________________________FAX___________________________________________

CAMPAIGN MANAGER_________________________________________________________________________

NUMBER OF PETITION SIGNATURES FILED___________________ NUMBER REQUIRED_______________

A. Elective or appointive public and/or party offices previously held including dates.

B. Other elective offices for which you have been a candidate.

C. Principal business, educational, professional and civic activities of the past ten years.

D. What subjects have you studied and what experience have you had which will be most helpful to you in the office you seek?

E. Please detail your prior political activity, if any.  Give positions held, dates, organizational memberships, role you played in political campaigns.

F. As concisely as possible, state why you feel you should be endorsed over the other candidate(s). What goals for the office you seek are most important to you personally?

G. Please state any evaluation ratings you have ever received for any judicial office by any bar association.  List the office and the date of the election for which the evaluation was made.  Please use the following format:


Date

Position

Bar Association

Rating
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1.      What do you believe are the major strengths and weaknesses of the Circuit Court?  How could the circuit court be improved?

2.      How should judges be assigned to the various divisions of the Court?  If you are elected, to what division would you like to be assigned and why?

  

3.      What are the pros and cons of an elected, an appointed, or a hybrid system for the judiciary? How might the Illinois courts benefit or suffer from a change? 

4.      How has mandatory sentencing affected the criminal justice system in Illinois?  

 

5.      How has automatic transfer of juveniles affected the criminal justice system in Illinois?  How has it affected the recidivism rate of juveniles?

 

6.      Do you think the juvenile justice system should focus on rehabilitation or punishment? Why? 

 

7.      How do you account for the disproportionate number of minorities prosecuted and incarcerated?  What can the courts do to correct the disparity?

 

8.    What do you consider the important aspects of a judge's decision in handling a petition by a minor for a waiver of parental notice with the intent to have an abortion?

9.  What options available to a judge under Illinois law would you consider most effective in sentencing perpetrators of hate crimes?   Please explain your choices.

  

